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Term 2 Newslettei52010

Welcome to the latest edition of the Longfield Newsletter: we hope you will find it very informative and would
welcome your views and comments.

Please visit our website www.longfield.darlington.sch.uk for further information.

Dear Parent / Carer,

| trust that all pupils and parents had an enjoyable Christmas break and that pupils have
settled well into their studies this term.

Since our last newsletter Mr Briton has joined us as Curriculum Leader for ICT as Mrs
Lovett retired at Christmas after being with Longfield for over 20 years. We wish her a
long and happy retirement.

Mr Clarke, joined us as a modern apprentice from Darlington Borough council and is
working in the Admin Department and Pupil Support Office. Mrs Fairley has joined us on a
2 day per week secondment from Darlington Local Authority as HR Manager.

During November HMI Tom Grieveson visited the school to conduct an Ofsted survey visit in to how the school
engages parents to ensure that pupils make good progress. The school was highly praised for its work and
received the highest award of an outstanding grade. | would like to take this opportunity to thank all our parents
who take such a keen interest in the life of the school and for the contribution you make to your son /
daughterd s success at Longfield. The full repor
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/oxedu_providers/full/(urn)/114322

Pupils have been celebrating the results of examinations that they sat in November. A majority of the pupils
gained very pleasing results and have placed themselves in a strong position as they head towards the final
examination series in the summer. This is a just reward for the hard work and determination that they have
demonstrated and we wish them continued success.

Longfield is excited by the news that Darlington Local Authority is to receive BSF funding to improve the three
remaining schools in the town that have not been improved to date. This of course will include Longfield. We
will be keen to involve parents at the earliest opportunity and this will occur when we have confirmation about
the nature of investment that we will be receiving. Please look out for details in future newsletters.

As usual the school has been busy with a number of activities, since the last newsletter and the details of some
of these are contained within this edition. As always we would be delighted to hear from you with any
comments or feedback so that we can continue to improve.

Keith Cotgrave M.Sc
Headteacher



http://www.longfield.darlington.sch.uk/
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/oxedu_providers/full/(urn)/114322

Year 7 Pupils take part in Bulb Planting Event

In November a group of Year 7 pupils accompanied Mrs
Parkin and pupils from Harowgate Hill and North Road

|

Primary Schools to assist The Worshipful the
Mayor and local councillors plant bulbs on the
Beaumont Hill site as part of an environmental
project.

The 100 Club Winners

As part of our fundraising activities, we have
This is open to parents / carers, governors and staff.

The winners of the last 4 draws are as follows:

September 2009 October 2009

1% Prize £50 Number 81 Mrs C Humphrey 1% Prize £50 Number 73 Mr K Gilbertson
2" Prize £20 Number 30 Mrs S Connor 2" Prize £20 Number 29 Mrs A Wilcock
3" Prize £10 Number 75 Mrs G Smith 3" Prize £10 Number 79 Mrs G Smith
November 2009 December 2009

1% Prize £50 Number 39 Mrs B Clifton 1% Prize £50 Number 91 Mrs C Humphrey
2" Prize £20 Number 79 Mrs G Smith 2" Prize £20 Number 63 Mrs A Wilcock
3" Prize £10 Number 90 Mr K Gilbertson 3" Prize £10 Number 31 Mrs S Connor

There are still a few numbers available if you would like to take part in our club, please contact Mrs
Fortune, Business and Data Manager.




Longfield School 6s Future Chef
in Grand Style

All over the country young aspiring cooks
have been taking part in the school heats
of Springboardbés Fu
four-stage nationwide culinary
programme aimed at helping young
people aged 12-16 to learn to cook.

Ruth Hansom in Year 9 has gone on
from winning Longfi
September to compete in the Local Final
at Middlesbrough College.

After 2 hours of intense cooking, Ruth
was announced as the winner, beating
off strong opposition from other North
East schools. Her  wonderfully
I maginati ve di shes
Masala with a Trio
Possett with a Bran
ahead of the other competitors.

Mrs. Connor, Curriculum Leader for

Technol ogy sai d,
incredibly well and shows great talent. Future Chef is a wonderful opportunity for her to
devel op her skills and show what she 1is

Commenting on Ruthdés success Springboar
saido The Future Chef programme helps deve
life skill for young people, and also provides teachers and young people alike with a
wonderful i nsight into what itdés | i ke to be

2010 i s Fut llbirthdagyear,faidthe frdgramme continues to grow with a
record number of schools, participants and chefs involved. This year over 700 schools
from throughout the UK are participating in Future Chef with thousands of young
people involved in the programme.

Ruth is now set to compete at the Regional Final at Sheffield Hallam University very
soon.
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GCSE Examinations Information

GCSE Results Day 2010

This summer 6s GCSE results wildl be av
24" August. Please note if pupils want to ask someone else to collect their
results, then they must give that person (even parents) a signed letter giving
them permission to do so.

| f results are not <collected, |l eaversd
Pl ease ensure address details are up to
given out in September when they return to school.

Holidays
Please avoid booking any holidays during the months of May and June. Your son / daughter may not

have an examination every day but they may well be involved in completing coursework and attending
valuable revision sessions. Please note the dates of GCSE examinations are set by the examination
boards and still take place when the school is closed for teacher training days on 7" and 8" June 2010.

Summer Examination Timetable

We will post home a statement of examination entries by Friday 26" February. We ask parents / pupils to
check that the tier of entry is correct and that the name that will appear on certificates is correct. Any
amendments are to be reported by Friday 12™ March. A final individual examination timetable will then be
posted home by Friday 26" March. If you have not received a GCSE timetable by the end of March
please contact the Examinations Office on 01325 348112.

A general examination timetable will be uploaded onto the Learning Portal by the end of February. This
can be found in the revision section of the Learning Portal which is under the students tab.

Attendance and Equipment in Examinations

Please ensure your child attends their examinations punctually. We ask that pupils arrive 10 minutes
before the start time of an examination so that they can find their seats and the examination can start
smoothly; late arrivals can be quite disturbing to working candidates. If your child has been unavoidably
delayed or cannot attend an examination, please inform the Examinations Office as soon as possible on
01325 348112.

Examination Invigilators are happy to issue pens and pencils etc in the event of breakage; however pupils
should endeavour to attend their examinations well prepared. The Examinations Office sells fully stocked
clear pencil cases for £1.50. The pencil cases come complete with the following: 1 x pencil, 1 x pencil
sharpener, 2 x black pens, 1 x ruler, 1 x eraser, 1 x protractor and 1 x

compass. If you wish to purchase one for your child please ask your
child to go to the Examinations Office before or after school, or during

break times. These packs will not be for sale on the morning or

afternoon of an examination, as the main priority of exam office staff

will be the starting of exam sessions on time. When calculators are

required for an exam; they will be supplied by the school.

Best Regards,

Heather Watson
Examinations Officer
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Academic Mentoring Day
Raising Achievement through Engaging Parents

A At Longfield School there are two Academic Mentoring days per year. This school also holds
many more opportunities for parents/carers to visit the school on an evening for information
about the Curriculum to be shared. Some examples of this include the Key Stage 4 options
evening and the Route 1 Parentdés evening.

A However the Academic Mentoring Day is a period of school time set aside for pupils to discuss
their achievements on a one-to-one basis with their Form Tutor, Year Leader or a member of
the Learning Support Team in the presence of their parent / carers.

A The meeting is intended to review pupilsé per f or mance within scho

termly report. The focus is to set achievable targets for the next academic term/year and to
review ongoing progress. The aim is to raise achievement.

A Prior to the meeting, the pupil, with form tutor guidance, will complete a review sheet of
general achievements and record any problems or areas for improvement.

A During the meeting a discussion will recognise where the pupil has performed well or under
achieved and will identify strengths and weaknesses and set targets to encourage
improvement.

Parents and form tutors and pupils will agree and sign targets. A sample number of Parent /
carers are asked to complete an evaluation of the AMD prior to leaving school. Recent
examples are shown below:

Agree Not sure Disagree
| now know more aboutmychild 6s achi evement ®40d pr 8%r ess .3%
|l now know more about my chil dé7 tar g%®ts. 2%

| found this review discussion useful. 94% 3% 3%

|l am now in a better position to help raise my

achievement in school. 92% 4% 4%

The school believes that Academic Mentoring Day has encouraged parents to
engage with the school, thereby raising pupil attainment.

Attendance for subject specific events attracts between 40% -60% of parent / ~ 'l‘ 5

carers. e I~

Attendance for AMD attracts between 75% -90% of parent / carers.




STEMnet Club News
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Nationally coordinated by STEMNET

Science Technology Engineering Maths Network

It has been a fantastic year for all those involved in the Longfield STEMnet Club. We based many of our
activities around the theme of survival and were very p  roud when 36 students were awarded a St John &
Ambulance First Aid Certificate. We enjoyed visits to Alton Towers, The Life Centre and the Science

and Natural History Museum in London . We have had a Race Night and a Summer Garden Party where it
was lovely to share our club and its achievements with our student and their families and other members

of the whole school team. | would like to thank all staff involved for their support espeC|aIIy Mrs
Nevison, Expert Pat and Expert Bob as their help is very much \ :

appreciated.

Longfield have been selected to represent
STEM clubs by having a stand at the

National STEM Event
11"5 13" March 2010.

in Manchester o

Longfield has also been chosen to host a
celebration event on 23 " March 2010
when some of our STEM pupils will get to

84 Pupils from KS3 will have the
opportunity to visit this fantastic
exhibition.

lonpFieldnerdicrd.or

The website for Longfleld
School’s STEM-Net Club

participate in special activities.

SCIENCE TECHHOLOGY EMGINEERING HMATHS

See for yourself at

383%a

a0 L@

www.longfieldnerdherd.org or just follow the link from the home page of the schools website.

There will be opportunities for KS3 students to join in with their choice of projects each %2 Term; as part of a

truly cross curricula club.
If you are interested

please see Mrs R Walker 0 Longfield STEM Leader.

Feb %2 Term - Easter

Easter o End of Year

Start of Year - Summer

Jaguar Maths
Led by Mr Brown
Tsunami Survival Challenge
Led by Miss Stones
Cafe Scientifque
Led by Mrs Celik
Robotics
Led by Expert Pat

Gardening
Led by Expert Bob
Robotics
Led by Expert Pat
Pretty Products
Led by Miss Pearson + Miss
Robinson
Website design
Led by Mrs Nevison

Unusual Tastes
Led by MissTosdevin
The Testing Team
Led by Mrs R Walker
Gardening
Led by Expert Bob
Robotics
Led by Expert Pat

Where opportunities just keep growing!


http://www.longfieldnerdherd.org/

It hasndédt been a great year for rughb
number of teams crying off at the last minute. A series of matches organized
under floodlights at Darlington Rugby Club were cancelled due to flooding and
now the snow too is causing problems. The snow is obviously a problem at the
moment but with a bit of luck we will have some fixtures as the weather
improves.

Well done to Longfield pupils that took part in the indoor athletics competition at the Dolphin Centre.

The boys and girls teamsd both came second overa

The annual cross country competition took place at Branksome this

year. This is where all schools in the town compete with both boys and

girls teams over a cross country course. Historically Longfield has not

always performed well in this event despite having some exceptional
F_— individual athletes. This year the teams trained hard in horrendous
~ | conditions and their hard work paid off.

In year 7 there was a top three of Lewis Mcdonald, Callum Bates and
David Parker. Niall Hanratty came 2™ in the year8/9 competition and Michael Sweet came 1% in the
10/11 competition. For the girls Lauren Bell came 16", Ruth Hanson came 17" and in 10/11
competition Tanya Marshall came 9™ and Emily Loft came 13". These pupils have gone on to
represent the town. There is not enough space to mention everyone as 70 pupils were involved but
they were a credit to themselves and the school in their approach before, during and prior to the
competition. They should all be proud of their efforts. Overall the year 7 girls came 4™, year 7 boys
2nd, 8/9 girls came 5™, 8/9 boys came 1st; 10/11 girls came 2" and 10/11 boys came 3.

If pupils are feeling like they have overdone the mince pies and sweets at Christmas and are keen to
get a bit fitter and lose a little weight. Please see Mr Thompson about taking part in fit club on a
dinner time. It will be hard work but you will reap the benefits!

Soccer

The Under 1 2 ® keague season is yet to start i Got to semi-final of
Darlington 5-a-side competition before losing on penalties to St Aidans
who went on to win it.

The Under 1 3 & €ame second in the Darlington league on goal
difference to Hummerknott - Have to play Branksome in the quarter-final
of the Town Cup

The Under 1 4 élseague season yet to start where they have to defend the title they won last year 1
have reached the quarter-finals of the County cup beating St Johns (Bishop Auckland) and Hermitage
(Chester-le-Street) on the way. In the next round they play last years winners Heworth (Gateshead)

The Under 1 5 & €ame runners-up in the Darlington league where if they had won their last match
they would have been champions i have reached the quarter-finals of the Londonderry cup having
beat Dene House (Peterlee) and Wellfield (Wingate) on the way.

The Under 1 6 ® Blad an excellent run in the County Cup especially the result against Heworth
(Gateshead) but lost out in the last 16 to Branksome.



The followingpupi | s have represented the Darlington
Under 13 Soccer i Scott Pattison, Craig Edwards, Adam Morley, Alex Grocott, and Aaron Franklin.

Under 14 Soccer i Sam Read, Marc Winthrop, Niall Hanratty, Peter Smith, Tom Fietsch, Kieron
Weeks, Joe Williamson.

Under 15 Soccer i Joe Fendell, Jack Fendell, Ellis Husband, Callum Roddy

County U16 Team

Michael Sweet has been a regular member of the County U16 team this season. He has played in
both Northern Counties games scoring once. He also played in National Competition against
Derbyshire where he scored a hat-trick.

Liam Riley has also played in the first game against North Yorkshire.
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